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Foreign Secretary William Hague 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
King Charles Street  
London 
SW1A 2AH 
 
CC: Alistair Burt, Parliamentary Under Secretary for State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
 
23 May 2013 
 
Dear Foreign Secretary William Hague, 
 
We are writing as UK members of the Campaign to Stop Killer Robots, a new international 
coalition of civil society groups that is working to pre-emptively ban robot weapons that would 
be able to select and attack targets without any human intervention.  
 
Last month we launched this new international campaign in London through events for 
parliamentarians, media and civil society organisations. On this occasion we also wrote to the 
Prime Minister to express our concern and to call on the UK to work for an international treaty to 
ban fully autonomous weapons. 
 
Since then, a new report has been issued by the UN Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, 
summary or arbitrary executions for the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, 
Professor Christof Heyns, dated April 9, 2013 (A/HRC/23/47) and available on the website of 
the Human Rights Council at: http://bit.ly/15SlX8W. This report is scheduled to be delivered to 
the Council during its second session on Wednesday, 29 May.  
 
The Campaign to Stop Killer Robots welcomes this report and concurs its finding that lethal 
autonomous robotics (LARs): 
 

[R]aise far-reaching concerns about the protection of life during war and peace. This 
includes the question of the extent to which they can be programmed to comply with the 
requirements of international humanitarian law and the standards protecting life under 
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international human rights law. Beyond this, their deployment may be unacceptable 
because no adequate system of legal accountability can be devised, and because robots 
should not have the power of life and death over human beings.” 
 

We are writing to ask the UK to: 
a) Internationally, support the recommendations in the UN expert report (recommendations 

118-121) 
b) Nationally, have a clear policy commitment not to allow the development or use of fully 

autonomous weapons. 
 

We would also like to invite UK representatives to attend a side event that the Campaign to Stop 
Killer Robots will be holding on the margins of the Human Rights Council and to express their 
views on this important topic. The event on Tuesday 28 May 2013 from 14:00-16:00 in Room 
VIII at the Palais des Nations in Geneva.  
 
We look forward to hearing from you and welcome the opportunity to discuss this important 
issue further. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kate Allen, 
Executive Director, Amnesty International UK 

 
Thomas Nash,  
Director, Article 36 

 
 
Campaign Against the Arms Trade 
Ann Feltham, Parliamentary Co-ordinator  
 
 
Steve Goose,  
Director of the Arms Division, Human Rights Watch 

 
Natalie Samarasinghe, 
Acting Executive Director, United Nations Association UK 

 
 


